
Bloom: How to Write About Shakespeare's
Histories: The Key to Unlocking
Shakespearean Drama
William Shakespeare's Histories are a captivating collection of plays that
explore the complexities of power, ambition, and the human condition.
Writing about these works can be a daunting task, but with the right
guidance, you can unlock the secrets of Shakespearean drama and elevate
your analysis.

In his book, Bloom: How to Write About Shakespeare's Histories, Harold
Bloom, a renowned literary critic, provides an invaluable roadmap to
understanding and writing about these iconic plays. This comprehensive
guide delves into the historical context, characters, themes, and language
of the Histories, equipping you with the tools to craft insightful and
engaging essays.
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To fully appreciate Shakespeare's Histories, it is essential to understand the
historical context in which they were written. Bloom provides a thorough
examination of the Tudor era, exploring the political and social landscape
that shaped Shakespeare's writing.

By delving into the historical events, beliefs, and values of the time, you
can gain a deeper understanding of the plays' characters, motivations, and
conflicts. This historical lens allows you to connect Shakespeare's work to
the real world, providing a foundation for your analysis.

Characters: The Heart of the Drama

The characters in Shakespeare's Histories are complex and multifaceted,
driven by ambition, loyalty, and a thirst for power. Bloom offers a detailed
analysis of these characters, examining their motivations, relationships,
and psychological struggles.

He guides you through the intricacies of character development, showing
you how Shakespeare uses language and action to reveal their inner
worlds. By understanding the characters, you can delve into the moral
dilemmas and human emotions that drive the plays' narratives.

Themes: The Timeless Questions

Underlying the historical context and characters of the Histories are
profound themes that resonate across time. Bloom explores these themes
in depth, providing a framework for analyzing the plays' universal
messages.

Themes such as power and corruption, the nature of good and evil, and the
limits of human ambition are examined through the lens of Shakespeare's



writing. By understanding these themes, you can develop meaningful
insights into the human condition and the enduring relevance of
Shakespeare's work.

Language: The Power of Words

Shakespeare's language is a defining characteristic of his Histories, and
Bloom provides an expert analysis of its richness and complexity. He
examines the use of rhetoric, imagery, and poetic devices, showing how
Shakespeare's language creates vivid pictures, evokes emotions, and
drives the narrative forward.

By studying the language of the Histories, you can enhance your writing by
incorporating Shakespeare's techniques into your own analysis. This will
enable you to write essays that are not only insightful but also engaging
and persuasive.

Bloom: How to Write About Shakespeare's Histories is an indispensable
guide for students, teachers, and anyone interested in writing about
Shakespeare's iconic plays. Harold Bloom's expertise and insights provide
a clear path to understanding the historical context, characters, themes,
and language of the Histories.

By mastering these elements, you can unlock the secrets of
Shakespearean drama and elevate your analysis to new heights. Whether
you are writing an essay for a class or simply exploring the depths of
Shakespeare's work, this book is the key to unlocking the timeless power
and relevance of his Histories.
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