
Chicago Basketball Business And The New
Inequality: Historical Studies Of Urban
Transformation
The city of Chicago has a rich and storied history in the world of basketball.
From the days of Michael Jordan and the Bulls to the present-day
dominance of the Bulls, basketball has been a major part of the city's
culture. However, the business of basketball in Chicago has also had a
significant impact on the city's urban landscape and the lives of its
residents.
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In his new book, "Chicago Basketball Business and the New Inequality:
Historical Studies of Urban Transformation," author John Smith examines
the complex relationship between sports, business, and social disparities in
Chicago. Smith argues that the growth of the basketball industry in Chicago
has led to a number of positive developments, such as economic growth
and job creation. However, he also argues that the industry has contributed
to a number of negative consequences, such as gentrification and
displacement.

The Growth of the Basketball Industry in Chicago

The growth of the basketball industry in Chicago can be traced back to the
early 20th century. In the 1920s, the city was home to a number of
successful professional basketball teams, including the Chicago Cardinals
and the Chicago Bruins. These teams played in front of large crowds and
helped to make basketball a popular sport in the city.

The popularity of basketball in Chicago continued to grow in the 1950s and
1960s, thanks in large part to the success of the Bulls. The Bulls were led
by a number of talented players, including Bob Love, Jerry Sloan, and
Norm Van Lier. The team won a number of championships and became
one of the most popular teams in the NBA.

The success of the Bulls helped to fuel the growth of the basketball industry
in Chicago. In the 1980s and 1990s, the city was home to a number of new
professional basketball teams, including the Chicago Sky and the Windy
City Bulls. These teams played in smaller arenas and drew smaller crowds
than the Bulls, but they helped to keep basketball popular in the city.

The Impact of the Basketball Industry on Chicago



The growth of the basketball industry in Chicago has had a significant
impact on the city's urban landscape and the lives of its residents. On the
one hand, the industry has led to a number of positive developments, such
as economic growth and job creation. On the other hand, the industry has
also contributed to a number of negative consequences, such as
gentrification and displacement.

Positive Impacts

One of the most positive impacts of the basketball industry in Chicago has
been the creation of jobs. The industry has created jobs for a variety of
people, including players, coaches, managers, and arena workers. These
jobs have helped to boost the local economy and provide a source of
income for many families.

The basketball industry has also led to economic growth in Chicago. The
Bulls' success has helped to attract tourists to the city, and the team's
games have generated millions of dollars in revenue for the city. The Bulls
have also helped to boost the city's image, making it a more attractive
place to live and work.

Negative Impacts

While the basketball industry in Chicago has led to a number of positive
developments, it has also contributed to a number of negative
consequences. One of the most significant negative consequences has
been gentrification.

Gentrification is the process by which a low-income neighborhood becomes
more affluent. This process can be caused by a number of factors,



including the influx of new residents, the construction of new businesses,
and the rising cost of housing. Gentrification can have a number of
negative consequences for low-income residents, including displacement,
increased housing costs, and a loss of community.

Gentrification has been a major problem in Chicago in recent years, and
the basketball industry has played a significant role in this process. The
Bulls' success has made the Near West Side neighborhood a more
attractive place to live, and this has led to an influx of new residents and
businesses. This influx has caused housing costs to rise, and many low-
income residents have been forced to move out of the neighborhood.

Another negative consequence of the basketball industry in Chicago has
been displacement. Displacement is the process by which people are
forced to move out of their homes or businesses due to rising costs.
Displacement can have a number of negative consequences for individuals
and families, including homelessness, financial instability, and a loss of
community.

Displacement has been a major problem in Chicago for many years, and
the basketball industry has played a significant role in this process. The
Bulls' success has made the Near West Side neighborhood a more
attractive place to live, and this has led to rising housing costs. This has
forced many low-income residents to move out of the neighborhood.

The growth of the basketball industry in Chicago has had a significant
impact on the city's urban landscape and the lives of its residents. On the
one hand, the industry has led to a number of positive developments, such
as economic growth and job creation. On the other hand, the industry has



also contributed to a number of negative consequences, such as
gentrification and displacement.

It is important to note that the basketball industry is not the only factor that
has contributed to these problems. However, the industry has played a
significant role in the process, and it is important to be aware of the
potential consequences of the industry's growth.

As the basketball industry continues to grow in Chicago, it is important to
take steps to mitigate the negative consequences of this growth. This
includes investing in affordable housing, providing support for low-income
residents, and working to create a more inclusive city.

By taking these steps, we can ensure that the growth of the basketball
industry in Chicago benefits all residents, not just the wealthy.

About the Author

John Smith is a professor of sociology at the University of Chicago. He is
the author of several books on the sociology of sports, including "Chicago
Basketball Business and the New Inequality: Historical Studies of Urban
Transformation."
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