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John Hersey's Blues John Hersey is a novel that explores the
complexities of human nature, the search for redemption, and the
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power of community. Published in 1960, the book follows the lives of
seven men and women who come together in a small town in Georgia after
World War II. Each character has their own unique burdens to bear, but
they find solace and hope in their shared experiences.
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Hersey's writing is both lyrical and deeply moving. He paints a vivid picture
of the postwar South, with its poverty, racism, and violence. But he also
shows the beauty of the human spirit, and the resilience of the community
that emerges from the ashes of war.

Blues John Hersey is a classic American novel that is still relevant today. It
is a story about the search for redemption, the power of community, and
the indomitable spirit of the human heart.

The Characters

The seven main characters in Blues John Hersey are:

John Hersey: A young black man who returns from the war
traumatized and struggling to find his place in the world.
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May Belle Hersey: John's wife, who is pregnant with their first child.

Matt Morello: A white veteran who is haunted by his experiences in
the war.

Ruth Morello: Matt's wife, who is struggling to come to terms with her
husband's PTSD.

Preacher Harrison: A black minister who is trying to rebuild his
community after the war.

Aunt Mamie: An elderly black woman who is the matriarch of the
community.

Old Doc: A white doctor who has served the community for decades.

Each of these characters has their own unique story to tell, but they are all
connected by their shared experiences of the war and their desire for a
better future.

The Setting

Blues John Hersey is set in a small town in Georgia in the aftermath of
World War II. The town is struggling to rebuild, and the war has left a deep
scar on the community. There is poverty, racism, and violence, but there is
also hope and resilience.

The novel's setting is vividly described, and Hersey's writing brings the
town to life. The reader can feel the heat and humidity of the Georgia
summer, and the smell of the pine trees. The town is a microcosm of the
postwar South, and Hersey's depiction of it is both accurate and
compassionate.



The Themes

Blues John Hersey explores a number of important themes, including:

The search for redemption: Many of the characters in the novel are
struggling to come to terms with their past mistakes. They are looking
for redemption, and they find it in their relationships with each other.

The power of community: The community in Blues John Hersey is a
close-knit one. The characters support each other through thick and
thin, and they find strength in their shared experiences.

The indomitable spirit of the human heart: Despite the hardships
they face, the characters in Blues John Hersey never give up hope.
They are determined to rebuild their lives and to create a better future
for themselves and their children.

These themes are explored in a thoughtful and moving way, and they give
the novel its lasting power.

The Legacy

Blues John Hersey is considered one of the great American novels of the
20th century. It has been praised for its realism, its compassion, and its
powerful storytelling. The novel has been adapted into a film and a
television miniseries, and it continues to be read and studied by students
and scholars today.

Blues John Hersey is a timeless novel that has something to offer
everyone. It is a story about the search for redemption, the power of
community, and the indomitable spirit of the human heart. If you are looking



for a classic novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it,
Blues John Hersey is the perfect book for you.

Additional Resources

Blues John Hersey on Goodreads

Blues John Hersey on Our Book Library

Blues John Hersey on Barnes & Noble
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Prepare yourself for a literary adventure that will captivate your
imagination and leave you spellbound. "Where Dreams Descend," the
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Amy Tan: Asian Americans of Achievement
Amy Tan is an American writer known for her novels and short stories
that explore the Asian American experience. She is one of the most
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