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With college and career readiness at the forefront of educational
conversations today, educators are continually searching for ways to better
prepare their students for the rigors of postsecondary education and the
workforce. In her book ng What Works: A Guide for Educators, Parents,
and Students, Paula Deen Hepler draws on her decades of experience as
a teacher, principal, and district leader to provide a comprehensive guide to
help educators, parents, and students navigate the complex landscape of
college and career readiness. Through practical examples and research-
based strategies, Hepler shows readers how to create a supportive
learning environment, develop effective teaching practices, and empower
students to take ownership of their learning.
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The book is divided into three parts:

1. Part 1: The Foundations of College and Career Readiness
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In this part, Hepler lays the groundwork for understanding what college
and career readiness entails. She discusses the importance of
academic rigor, social-emotional learning, and career exploration. She
also provides guidance on how to create a supportive learning
environment that nurtures student growth and development.

2. Part 2: Effective Teaching Practices for College and Career
Readiness

In this part, Hepler provides research-based strategies for teaching in
a way that promotes college and career readiness. She covers topics
such as lesson planning, differentiation, and assessment. She also
discusses the importance of building relationships with students and
creating a classroom culture that supports learning.

3. Part 3: Empowering Students to Take Ownership of Their
Learning

In this part, Hepler focuses on the importance of student agency in
college and career readiness. She discusses ways to help students
develop the skills they need to be self-directed learners. She also
provides guidance on how to help students set goals, make decisions,
and take responsibility for their learning.

ng What Works is an essential resource for educators, parents, and
students who want to better prepare for college and career. Hepler's
practical advice and research-based strategies will help readers create a
supportive learning environment, develop effective teaching practices, and
empower students to take ownership of their learning.



Reviews

"Paula Deen Hepler has written a must-read book for anyone who cares
about the future of our students. ng What Works is a practical guide that
provides educators, parents, and students with the tools they need to
succeed in college and career. Hepler's insights are invaluable, and her
advice is actionable. I highly recommend this book." —Tony Wagner,
author of The Global Achievement Gap

"ng What Works is a game-changer. Paula Deen Hepler has created a
resource that is both comprehensive and accessible. This book is a must-
have for anyone who wants to help students succeed in college and
career." —Linda Darling-Hammond, author of The Flat World and
Education

"Paula Deen Hepler's book is a valuable resource for educators, parents,
and students alike. ng What Works provides practical advice and research-
based strategies that can help students succeed in college and career. I
highly recommend this book." —Richard Riley, former U.S. Secretary of
Education

About the Author

Paula Deen Hepler is an experienced educator who has worked as a
teacher, principal, and district leader. She is the author of several books on
education, including The Principal's Guide to Student Success and Leading
for Literacy. Hepler is a sought-after speaker and consultant who works
with schools and districts across the country to improve student
achievement.
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Amy Tan: Asian Americans of Achievement
Amy Tan is an American writer known for her novels and short stories
that explore the Asian American experience. She is one of the most
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