
Mormons, Musical Theater, and Belonging in
America: A Journey of Music and Identity
In the vibrant tapestry of American culture, musical theater holds a unique
place as a medium that both reflects and shapes our national identity. Its
ability to connect with audiences on a deeply emotional level has made it a
powerful force in shaping our understanding of ourselves and our place in
the world.
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For the Mormon community, musical theater has played an especially
significant role. As a faith that emphasizes community, spirituality, and self-
expression, Mormonism has found a natural home in the world of musical
theater, where these elements converge in a captivating and transformative
way.

In the groundbreaking work "Mormons Musical Theater And Belonging In
America Music In American Life," author John H. Robertson delves into the
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complex and fascinating relationship between Mormons, musical theater,
and American identity. Through meticulous research and insightful analysis,
Robertson paints a vivid portrait of how this unique art form has shaped the
Mormon experience in America and contributed to a broader understanding
of American culture.

Music and Community

At the heart of Mormonism lies a profound sense of community. The faith's
emphasis on extended families, ward congregations, and temple
ordinances fosters a strong sense of belonging among its members.
Musical theater, with its ability to bring people together in a shared
experience, has played a vital role in strengthening these communal bonds.

Robertson highlights the significance of local musical theater productions in
Mormon communities. These productions provide opportunities for
members to come together, share their talents, and create lasting
memories. They also serve as a means of outreach, inviting non-Mormons
to experience the joy and spirit of Mormon culture.

Music and Spirituality

For Mormons, music holds a deep spiritual significance. The faith's hymns
and sacred anthems are an integral part of worship services and religious
ceremonies. Musical theater, too, has the power to evoke spiritual emotions
and inspire a sense of transcendence.

Robertson explores how Mormon composers and lyricists have drawn on
their religious beliefs to create works that resonate deeply with Mormon
audiences. These works often incorporate themes of faith, hope,
redemption, and the search for belonging. They provide a unique window



into the Mormon experience and offer a powerful means of spiritual
expression.

Music and Self-Expression

While Mormonism emphasizes conformity in some areas of life, it also
encourages self-expression and creativity. Musical theater provides a
platform for Mormons to explore their own unique talents and perspectives,
both within and outside the traditional boundaries of Mormon culture.

Robertson showcases the work of Mormon actors, singers, dancers, and
playwrights who have made significant contributions to the world of musical
theater. These individuals have brought their Mormon heritage to their
work, creating characters and stories that challenge stereotypes and offer a
nuanced portrayal of the Mormon experience.

Music and Belonging in America

Beyond the Mormon community, musical theater has played a broader role
in shaping American identity. As a nation of immigrants, Americans have
long turned to musical theater as a way to express their hopes, fears, and
aspirations. Musicals have helped us to understand our own history,
explore complex social issues, and celebrate our cultural diversity.

Robertson argues that Mormon musical theater has made a unique
contribution to this national conversation. By offering a Mormon perspective
on American themes, these works have broadened our understanding of
what it means to be an American and have helped to create a more
inclusive and tolerant society.



In "Mormons Musical Theater And Belonging In America Music In American
Life," John H. Robertson presents a thought-provoking and illuminating
examination of the multifaceted relationship between Mormons, musical
theater, and American identity. Through its exploration of music and
community, spirituality, self-expression, and belonging, this groundbreaking
work offers a deeper understanding of both Mormon culture and the
broader American experience.

Whether you are a Mormon, a musical theater enthusiast, or simply
someone interested in American culture, "Mormons Musical Theater And
Belonging In America Music In American Life" is an essential read. It is a
work that transcends its specific subject matter to offer insights into the
power of music to shape our lives, our communities, and our nation.
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