
Unveiling the NFL Champs Who Left Too
Soon: A Historical Journey from 1936 to 1945
During the golden age of American football, the NFL witnessed a period of
both triumph and tragedy. The decade between 1936 and 1945 marked an
era of intense competition and unforgettable moments on the gridiron.
However, this period was also marred by the untimely demise of several
exceptional players who left an irreplaceable void in the sport.

This article takes you on a poignant journey through the stories of these
NFL champions who were tragically taken too soon. We explore their
remarkable careers, the circumstances surrounding their untimely
departures, and the lasting impact they had on the game they loved. Join
us as we pay homage to these fallen stars who left an indelible mark on the
history of American football.
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1. Budge Garrett (1936)
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Budge Garrett, a promising fullback for the Washington Redskins, died in a
car accident at the age of 25.

Budge Garrett was a rising star in the NFL during the mid-1930s. As the
fullback for the Washington Redskins, he played a crucial role in the team's
championship victory in 1936. Garrett's combination of size, speed, and
power made him a formidable force on the gridiron.

Tragically, Garrett's promising career was cut short in October 1936 when
he was involved in a fatal car accident. He was just 25 years old. His death
sent shockwaves through the NFL community and left a profound void in
the Redskins' lineup.
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2. Vince Banonis (1944)

Vince Banonis, a talented halfback for the Chicago Bears, died while
serving in the U.S. Navy during World War II.

Vince Banonis was a dynamic halfback for the Chicago Bears who helped
lead the team to two NFL championships in 1940 and 1941. Banonis was
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known for his exceptional speed and agility, which made him a potent
threat to opposing defenses.

In 1942, Banonis put his NFL career on hold to serve in the U.S. Navy
during World War II. Tragically, he was killed in action in the Pacific Theater
in 1944. Banonis was just 26 years old at the time of his death.

3. Art Rooney Sr. (1948)

Art Rooney Sr., the founder and owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers, died of a
heart attack at the young age of 46.

Art Rooney Sr. was a legendary figure in the NFL. As the founder and
owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers, he played a pivotal role in shaping the
team's identity and success.
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Rooney Sr. was also a prominent figure in the NFL's administrative circles,
serving as the league's president from 1946 to 1949. His contributions to
the sport were immense, and he is widely regarded as one of the most
influential individuals in NFL history.

Tragically, Rooney Sr. died of a heart attack in 1948 at the age of 46. His
untimely demise was a significant loss for the NFL and the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

4. Chuck Quercio (1946)



Chuck Quercio, a talented defensive end for the Pittsburgh Steelers, died in
a drowning accident at the age of 26.

Chuck Quercio was a promising defensive end for the Pittsburgh Steelers
who had a bright future ahead of him. He was known for his exceptional
strength and athleticism, which made him a formidable force on the
defensive line.
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In 1946, Quercio's life was tragically cut short when he drowned in a
swimming pool at the age of 26. His death sent shockwaves through the
Steelers organization and the NFL community.

5. Don Hutson (1952)

Don Hutson, one of the greatest wide receivers of all time, died in a plane
crash at the age of 45.

Don Hutson is widely regarded as one of the greatest wide receivers in
NFL history. He played for the Green Bay Packers from 1935 to 1945 and
revolutionized the position with his exceptional speed and athleticism.
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Hutson's accomplishments on the gridiron are remarkable. He led the NFL
in receiving eight times and set numerous records that stood for decades.
He was also a key member of the Packers' championship teams in 1936,
1939, 1944, and 1945.

Tragically, Hutson's life was cut short in 1952 when the private plane he
was piloting crashed. He was just 45 years old at the time of his death,
leaving behind a legacy as one of the most iconic players in NFL history.

6. Val Jansante (1944)



Val Jansante, a talented halfback for the New York Giants, died in a plane
crash at the age of 26.

Val Jansante was a dynamic halfback for the New York Giants who had a
promising career ahead of him. He was known for his exceptional speed
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